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•
 

ADA -
 

American Dental Association
•

 
BMPs

 
–

 
Best Management Practices

•
 

EPA –
 

Environmental Protection Agency
•

 
Hg -

 
Mercury

•
 

MOU –
 

Memorandum of Understanding
•

 
NACWA –

 
National Association of Clean 

Water Agencies
•

 
POTWs –

 
Publicly Owned Treatment 

Works

Acronyms



Why
 

Dentist

•
 

Dental Amalgam contains
–

 
40 to 50% mercury, 

–
 

25% silver and 
–

 
25 to 35% of a mixture of copper, zinc and 
tin. 

•
 

Hg per amalgam from 327 to 982 mg
•

 
6.5 Tons discharged to POTWs 

•

 

http://www.wwdmag.com/Mercury-From-the-Dentist%E2%80%99s-Chair-to-Public-Treatment-Works-article8496



MOU Goals 
(Part II.B. of MOU)

•
 

Promote the use of BMPs
–

 
Installation of separator

–
 

Maintenance of separator
–

 
Recycle all amalgam waste

•
 

Report of separator usage
•

 
Tracking program

•
 

Increase of 10% per year of separators
•

 
Outreach



Utah
•

 
Voluntary Programs  

•
 

Central Weber Sewer Improvement 
District
–

 
Required 

–
 

Due to violations
•

 
Water Quality Standard
–

 
1C 0.002mg/L

–
 

3A-D 4 Day Ave 0.012 ug/L and 1 Hr Ave 
2.4 ug/L



Documents
•

 

EPA Region 5 –

 

Mercury Pollutant Minimization Program Guidance
– http://www.epa.gov/R5water/npdestek/mercury_pmp_nov_04_guidance.pdf

•

 

EPA Region 8 -

 

POTW Mercury Control Strategy –

 

Draft
– http://www.epa.gov/region8/water/pretreatment/Pret_download/R8%205-9-05%20Final%20Draft%20Hg%20Control%20Strategy.pdf

•

 

Memorandum of Understanding on Reducing Dental Amalgam 
Discharges

– http://www.epa.gov/guide/dental/files/mou.pdf

•

 

EPA –

 

Health Services Industry Detailed Study –

 

Aug 2008
– http://www.epa.gov/guide/304m/2008/hsi-dental-200809.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/R5water/npdestek/mercury_pmp_nov_04_guidance.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/region8/water/pretreatment/Pret_download/R8 5-9-05 Final Draft Hg Control Strategy.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/guide/dental/files/mou.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/guide/304m/2008/hsi-dental-200809.pdf
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